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Mr Matt Taylor; Mr Albert Jacob 

FREMANTLE PRISON — WORLD HERITAGE SITE 

591. Mr M.H. TAYLOR to the Minister for Heritage: 
As the new minister responsible for Western Australia’s only built World Heritage site, Fremantle Prison, could 
the minister please update the house on recent developments to enhance and promote this unique heritage 
tourism attraction? 

Mr A.P. JACOB replied: 
I thank the member for Bateman for the question. On the day, member for Girrawheen, that we have been able to 
table the new heritage green bill, as committed to at the last election, I think it is a good opportunity to update 
the house on Western Australia’s most significant built heritage site. In fact, as the member for Bateman said, 
Fremantle Prison is the only World Heritage listed built heritage site in Western Australia. Many would know 
that Fremantle Prison is the number one destination for tourists in Fremantle. It is reflected as the number one 
destination to see on TripAdvisor and currently sees close to 200 000 visitors a year coming through its gates. 
We are now offering a new category of visitors and a new category of visitor experience in the Fremantle Prison 
with the former women’s prison having been leased to YHA Australia. The former women’s prison has been 
converted into a short-stay hostel. The hostel opened earlier this year in May and offers 196 beds on the 
Fremantle prison site. Significantly, the hostel has resulted in not only a new unique accommodation offering 
built within a World Heritage site, but also a significant investment in conservation work in the structure of 
Fremantle Prison. This reflects the business-minded approach that needs to be taken towards heritage and 
heritage management. Heritage assets are magnificent assets for the community, but they also have great 
commercial opportunity in both their tourism potential and their hospitality potential. 

Looking forward at other opportunities to build on that magnificent asset that we have in Fremantle, we are 
looking at building on the great relationship that currently exists between Fremantle and other World Heritage–
listed convict sites around Australia, in particular the Port Arthur group of convict sites in Tasmania, which 
I think many would say could well be considered the most iconic of those convict heritage sites in Australia. 
They, as a cluster with other built convict sites around Australia, form part of that World Heritage listing. I have 
also asked the State Heritage Office to explore possibilities for providing further visitor offerings at Fremantle 
Prison in ways that can both showcase and also leverage off the significant history of that site. 
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